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Description of the Rod.........Commonly rods are made of dear,
straight, grained, well-seasoned white pine (sometimes specified
as "rafted" pine), bul, yellow poplar and eyprus are also used.
White pine is readily obtained, is of uniform grain, and is easily
worked. It, is lighter and less inclined to warp than either
yd low poplar or oypnis but is softer and less strong. Yellow
poplar is heavier and harder than cyprus but is inclined to warp,
while c.yprus is inclined to splinter.
Such rods may consist of one, two, or three sections, the
sectional typos folding or sliding together so as to be of a con-
venient length for carrying and for Iransportation. One-section
rods are inconvenient and seldom used. Two-section rods can
bo folded to a little more than half their length, are fairly
strong and convenient, and are in general use. Three-section
rods are used to some extent, largely because of their convenient
length when folded. Naturally they tend to be less strong
and steady and of greater weight than those which consist of
one or two pieces only.
The visibility requirements necessitate that the rod be not less
than 3J ^ <)r '1 W- wide., the determination of distances demands
that, it be .1.4 or 15 ft. long, and convenience in carrying requires
that it be as light as is consistent with the above requirements,
and still be wiflieiently strong. Two of the dimensions having
been fixed, the weight is kept fairly low by making rods of
minimum thickness. This is about % or % in. at the center,
the sections tapering to }4 in. at. the end. To reduce the weight
still further, the face may be rabbited to the extent of % of an in.,
or the back may be kerfed with a saw or dado.
For fastening the sections together a pair of 1J^ by 6 in. strap
hinges an*, desirable, although for very light rods the hinges can
be smaller. It is best that there be two hinges, the outer end of
the joint of each being brought flush with the outer edge of the
rod in order to give a maximum resistance to side strains.
To hold the rod in position when open, one of several devices
may be used. A short piece of the same material as the rod may
bo screwed to the back of the tipper section so as to overlap